
De : Air_Ops <air_ops@easa.europa.eu> 
Envoyé : jeudi 15 janvier 2026 17:22 
À : Air_Ops <air_ops@easa.europa.eu> 
Objet : Grounding of U.S. (N)-Registered Aircraft Held in Trust with Southern Aircraft Consultancy Inc. 
(SACI) flying in the EU 
  

 [Externe]  

Dear EASA Stakeholders, 

EASA informs that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has concluded an investigation into 
Southern Aircraft Consultancy Inc. (SACI), a U.S.-based trustee company registering aircraft under non-
citizen trust agreements. 

On Tuesday, 13 January 2026, the FAA formally notified SACI that it does not satisfy U.S. citizenship 
requirements under applicable U.S. law and directed the company to surrender all associated U.S. 
aircraft registration certificates within 21 days. Upon issuance of this notice, the affected Certificates of 
Aircraft Registration became invalid, resulting in the immediate grounding of the aircraft, regardless of 
their location. 

Based on information provided by the FAA, a number of SACI-registered U.S. (N)-registered aircraft are 
believed to be operating in or from the EU. Aircraft operated with an invalid Certificate of Registration 
must not be flown. The absence of a valid registration may also have implications for the mandatory 
insurance required of owners and operators. 

To return aircraft to legal operation, owners or operators must comply with the FAA’s instructions, 
including establishing alternative compliant trustee arrangements or re-registering the aircraft with an 
appropriate civil aviation authority. Temporary operating authority issued by the FAA, where applicable, 
is limited to operations within the United States and does not permit international flights. 

This FAA action is an administrative and legal determination related to U.S. registration requirements 
and does not arise from any identified aviation safety concerns. 

A list of 803 aircraft registered to SACI, as drawn from the public FAA Registry on 14 January 2026, is 
attached to this message. Owners and operators of potentially affected aircraft should not operate their 
aircraft and should contact Southern Aircraft Consultancy Inc. for further information.  

The FAA press release is available here: 
FAA Notifies Southern Aircraft Consultancy Inc. (SACI) to Surrender All Aircraft Registration Certificates | 
Federal Aviation Administration 

We recommend Member States to reach out to their GA community to ensure that affected aircraft 
located in their territories will not be operated. 

Yours sincerely, 

Air Operations Team 
Air Operations & Aerodromes Department 
European Union Aviation Safety Agency 
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Email: air_ops@easa.europa.eu 
Tel.: +49 221 89990-1000 
Postal: Postfach 10 12 53, 50452 Cologne, Germany 
An agency of the European Union  
  

  
Legal note: EASA cannot provide legally binding interpretations of EU Regulations. This prerogative is reserved 
for the European Court of Justice and National Courts of the Member States. 
  
Disclaimer: This message is intended for the use of the addressee only and may contain information that is privileged and 
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any dissemination of this communication is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by returning this email. This 
communication does not constitute any formal commitment on behalf of the European Aviation Safety Agency unless explicitly 
so stated. 
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